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The President’s Quill 
by The Honorable Bernard W. Wolff, MPA 

Since publicaƟon of the pre-

vious November newsleƩer, 

several events have occurred 

in the Miami Chapter.  The 

November luncheon saw the 

installaƟon of Compatriot 

Dan Susik.  The luncheon was 

followed the next day by par-

Ɵcipant Compatriots Lee 

Popham, Sr. and Bernard Wolff at the Harvest Fest 

held on the Youth Fairgrounds in Miami.  Compatri-

ot Popham assisted visitors at the DAR booth with 

finding their genealogical roots.  Compatriot Wolff 

was accosted by a mysterious creature upon his ini-

Ɵal entry into the pavilion (see photo, p. 11).   

      The Junior Orange Bowl Parade invited the Mi-

ami Chapter Color Guard to present the Colors at 

the fesƟvity on November 26, 2017.  The Color 

Guard was supported by Commander David Mitch-

ell, Chapter President Bernard Wolff, 1st Vice Presi-

dent William Wicks, Secretary/Treasurer Lee Pop-

ham, Sr., and Dr. Robert Liebler.  We presented the 

Colors to a large, televised audience, immediately 

preceding the fun-filled parade.  

      Compatriot Bernard Wolff parƟcipated in the 

FLSSAR Strategic Planning CommiƩee meeƟng on 

December 1, 2017.  We are puƫng the final touch-

es on a member skills inventory worksheet.   

      The December BOD was convened on December 

4, 2017.  Among other administraƟve business con-

ducted, agreement was made on the manufacture 

of a Challenge Coin to honor our 125th anniversary 

as the oldest chartered chapter in the State of Flori-

da.  The Challenge Coin will be available at the Feb-

ruary President’s Annual Luncheon.  We also  made 

a decision to replace the flag poles used in Color 

Guard ceremonies.  It is expected to be of minimal 

cost but provide for invaluable maintenance for flag 

safety. 

      Compatriot President Wolff was invited to rep-

resent the SAR at a local Blue Star Memorial High-

way Marker dedicaƟon held at Fuchs Park in South 

Miami, honoring all veterans on December 5, 2017.  

The event was sponsored by the South Miami Gar-

den Club and the City of South Miami.  Compatriot 

Wolff was interviewed by the Miami Herald (see 

local Neighbors insert) and the South Miami News. 

      Compatriots Lee Popham, Sr. and  Bernard Wolff 

met with the owner of the Miami Springs Country 

Club to sign the contract for the upcoming Annual 

President’s Luncheon.  The room has been secured 

and the menu is under consideraƟon.    
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Standing CommiƩees  

The Joseph S. Rumbaugh CommiƩee 

Compatriot Bernard W. Wolff 

President’s InstallaƟon CommiƩee 

TBA 

D.A.R. ‐ C.A.R. Liaison CommiƩee 

Compatriot Wm Lee Popham, Sr., Chair 

Past Presidents 

AƩendance CommiƩee 

Compatriot Richard Friberg  

J.R.O.T.C. Awards and Medals CommiƩee 

Compatriot Charles Leo, Chair 

George Washington Endowment Trust Fund CommiƩee 

Compatriot Richard Friberg, Chair 

Color Guard CommiƩee 

Compatriot David Mitchell, Esq., Chair 

The Color Guard parƟcipated in the Junior Orange Bowl Parade on November 26, 2017 which was held at the 
Coral Gables city hall.  Five of the compatriots aƩended in uniform to earn five parƟcipaƟon points.  Mem-
bers of the Color Guard aƩended the Harvest Fest and Blue Star Memorial Highway Marker event. 

Meritorious Service CommiƩee 

Compatriot Douglas Bridges, Chair  

Ethics CommiƩee 

Compatriot Bernard W. Wolff, Chair 
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Dr. Tom & Betty Lawrence American History Teacher Award 

Chairman: Compatriot Bernard W. Wolff, Chair 

 

The American Poster Contest 

Chairman: TBA 

 

The SGT Moses Adams Memorial Middle School Brochure Contest 

Chairman: TBA 

 

The Arthur M. and Berdena King Eagle Scout Program 

Compatriot Wm Lee Popham, Sr., Chair  

 

The George S. and Stella Knight Essay Contest 

Chairman: TBA 

Those compatriots that share an interest in any of  the foregoing projects, please 
contact the Chapter President at the number below. 
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Vignettes of History 

Invasion of Quebec 

December 31,1775 

The invasion of Quebec ended as a disaster for the Americans, but Arnold's actions on the  

retreat from Quebec and his improvised navy on Lake Champlain were widely credited with  

delaying a full-scale British counter thrust until 1777. Carleton was  

heavily criticized by Burgoyne for not pursuing the American retreat  

from Quebec more aggressively. Due to these criticisms and the fact that  

Carleton was disliked by Lord George Germain, the British Secretary  

of State for the Colonies and the   offi- cial in King George's government  

responsible for directing the war, command of the 1777 offensive was given to General  

Burgoyne instead (an action that prompted Carleton to tender his resignation as Governor of Quebec. 

During the Paris peace talks, the American negotiators unsuccessfully demanded all of  

Quebec as part of the war spoils. Benjamin Franklin, primarily interested in the Ohio Country, which  

had been made part of Quebec by the Quebec Act of 1774, suggested in the peace talks that Quebec  

should be surrendered to America; only the Ohio Country was ceded. 
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December 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Strategic Planning 2 

3 4  Miami BOD 5 Blue Star    
Memorial          
Marker 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 Miami Monthly 

Luncheon 
16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 Christmas 
Day 

26 Battle of 
Trenton 1776 

27 28 29 Siege of    
Savannah 1778 

30 

31 Invasion of 
Quebec 1775 
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Miami Chapter Officers 2017-2018 
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Headquarters:  (305) 301-7474 

President:  The Honorable Bernard W. Wolff, MPA 

            (305) 301-7474, grafwolff@comcast.net 

1st Vice President:  William R. Wicks, III, Esq. 

            (305) 282-8388, WWicks@Seippflick.com 

2nd Vice‐President:  Rafael T. Rodriguez 

             rafiusa@msn.com 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Wm Lee Popham, Sr. 

            (305) 904-4400, Popham@earthlink.net 

Registrar/Genealogist:  Robert Sileo 

            (305) 361-2401, robertsileo@bellsouth.net 

Historian:  Wm Lee Popham, Jr. 

            LeePopham@hotmail.com 

Editor:  Bernard W. Wolff 

Chaplain:  OƩo Williams 

            (305) 596-5872, williamsoƩop@aol.com 

Webmaster:  Bernard W. Wolff 

Immediate Past President:  Wm Lee Popham, Sr. 
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Miami Chapter Hospitality 2017-2018 
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Genealogist/Registrar Robert Sileo 

presents Compatriot Wolff with  a 

Packet of new submissions to the 

1776 Group.  Compatriot Sileo has 

been instrumental in increasing the 

membership since he was elected. 

Chapter President Bernard Wolff presents a membership 

cerƟficate to new Compatriot Walter Daniel Susik during 

the November luncheon held at the 94th Aero Squadron 

in Miami, FL.  Secretary/Treasurer Lee Popham, Sr. as-

sists. 

Below, Father and Son Compatriots, Ken-

neth Harrison and Charles Harrison enjoy 

themselves at the November luncheon.  

Later in the week  Kenneth celebrated his 

96th birthday (l.). 

1776er DuQuesne and Compatriot Sileo (l-r) share a 

lighter moment following the November luncheon and 

business meeƟng. 
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Compatriots Wicks, Popham, Sr., and Wolff  (l-r) discuss 

protocol procedures at the Veterans Day service honor-

ing the veterans buried at the Miami City Cemetery. 

2017 

VETERANS DAY 
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2017 

BLUE STAR MEMORIAL HIGHWAY MARKER 
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At leŌ, Compatriot Wolff 

encounters Compatriot 

Charles Leo (c.) at the 

ceremony. 

Compatriot Wolff poses with  

Cristy Arias who sang the 

NaƟon Anthem at the Blue 

Star Memorial Highway 

Marker event in South Mi-

ami (r.). 

Members of the 

South Miami Police 

Honor Guard are 

featured on the 

right prior to the 

flag presentaƟon 

for the unveiling of 

the Blue Star Me-

morial Marker. 

A Scoƫsh piper, 

Robert LaƟmer, 

led the South 

Miami Police 

Honor Guard dur-

ing the flag 

presentaƟon and 

recession in South 

Miami’s Fuchs 

Park.  The FLSSAR 

Miami Chapter 

President wit-

nessed the event. 
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JUNIOR ORANGE 

BOWL PARADE 

At left, Compatriot 
Wolff  confers with 

past Miami Chapter 
president John 

Thomson. 

At right, Compatriot 

Wolff and friend. 
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2017 

HARVEST FEST 

Above, Compatriots Pop-

ham, Sr. and Wolff flank 

Ms. Wendy Kirby (DAR). 

      St. Nicholas tells 

Compatriot Wolff if he 

has been naughty—or 

nice . 

Compatriots Wicks, Wolff, Popham, 

Mitchell at Orange Bowl Parade. 



 

12 

 

TO ALL MY COMPATRIOTS!                    
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I WISH TO EXTEND TO YOU A VERY, 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Chapter President Bernard W. Wolff 
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NOTICE 

December Monthly Luncheon MeeƟng 

12:00 Noon 

Friday, December 15, 2017 

94th Aero Squadron 

1395 NW 57th Ave, Miami, FL 33126 

 

BE THERE, BY GEORGE! 
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Associate with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputaƟon; for it is beƩer to be alone than in 

bad company— George Washington. 
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