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The President’s Quill 
by The Honorable Bernard W. Wolff, MPA 

 Delores and I have just re‐

turned from a journey to the 

homeland of one of our Rev‐

oluƟonary War allies—The 

Republic of France.  We took 

an extended vacaƟon and 

leŌ the administraƟon of the 

Chapter in the capable hands 

of the 1st Vice President Wil‐

liam Wicks, Esq.  I send my hearƞelt thanks to Bill 

and the BOD for keeping the boat afloat. 

Bill reports that we had a meaningful BOD meeƟng 

at his home and a decent representaƟon of the 

membership at the monthly luncheon.  The Chapter 

financial posiƟon will soon be consolidated and put 

into the hands of a professional firm that, expect‐

edly, will manage our funds more adroitly while in‐

creasing their safety from market perturbaƟons. 

The Chapter Color Guard presented the Colors This 

Fourth of July at the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables.  

Commander David Mitchell led Chapter President 

Bernard Wolff, 1st Vice President William Wicks, 

and his son GarreƩ Wicks to the stage while thou‐

sands of celebrants watched as television cameras 

recorded the patrioƟc display of the Betsy Ross flag 

and the SAR flag, followed by a massive fireworks 

display.  The 4th of July event at the Biltmore was 

the grandest celebraƟon to date.  We met in the 

main Biltmore Hotel recepƟon area and Command‐

er Mitchell was beset with requests for photo‐

graphs from the guests.  Compatriot Wolff and 

Chapter Ladies Auxiliary President and FLSSAR La‐

dies Auxiliary Historian Delores Wolff, DAR soon 

joined the fascinaƟng group.  Next to appear was 

Color Guardsman and 1st Vice President Bill Wicks, 

his spouse Kerry and son GarreƩ.  GarreƩ dressed 

in uniform and assisted as a musketeer.  More pho‐

tos were requested from the assembled group. 

Outside, thousands gathered in front of an erected 

stand, siƫng on blankets or chairs as we pracƟced 

for our formal presentaƟon.  The early evening sun 

beat down on the crowd and made it quite humid 

for those of us, mostly in wool and linen.  The final 

presentaƟon went without a flaw and was appreci‐

ated, wildly, by both naƟonal and internaƟonal 

guests who belted our strains of the Star Spangled 

Banner as we stood at aƩenƟon and presented the 

Colors.  AŌer we marched back to a staging area at 

the conclusion of the NaƟonal Anthem, more than 

500 people queued in line to take their photos with 

an agreeable Color Guard.  We finally reƟred to‐

ward the Biltmore with avid aƩendees requesƟng 

more photographs of our splendid compatriots. 
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Standing CommiƩees  

The Joseph S. Rumbaugh CommiƩee 

Compatriot Bernard W. Wolff 

President’s InstallaƟon CommiƩee 

TBA 

D.A.R. ‐ C.A.R. Liaison CommiƩee 

Compatriot Wm Lee Popham, Sr., Chair 

Past Presidents 

AƩendance CommiƩee 

Compatriot Richard Friberg  

J.R.O.T.C. Awards and Medals CommiƩee 

Compatriot Charles Leo, Chair 

George Washington Endowment Trust Fund CommiƩee 

Compatriot Richard Friberg, Chair 

Color Guard CommiƩee 

Compatriot David Mitchell, Esq., Chair/Commander 

We have uniforms available to those who can wear them on a hand receipt basis.      

Meritorious Service CommiƩee 

Compatriot Douglas Bridges, Chair  

Ethics CommiƩee 

Compatriot Bernard W. Wolff, Chair 
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Dr. Tom & Betty Lawrence American History Teacher Award 

Compatriot Bernard W. Wolff, Chair 

 

The American Poster Contest 

Chairman: TBA 

 

The SGT Moses Adams Memorial Middle School Brochure Contest 

Chairman: TBA 

 

The Arthur M. and Berdena King Eagle Scout Program 

Compatriot Wm Lee Popham, Sr., Chair  

 

The George S. and Stella Knight Essay Contest 

Compatriot Bernard W. Wolff, Chair 

 

Those compatriots that share an interest in any of  the foregoing projects, please 
contact the Chapter President at the number below. 

 

July 2018  The American  Volume 2  Issue 7  

Headquarters:  (305) 301‐7474 

hƩp://www.miamisar.org 



 

5 

 

Minutes 

Sons of the American RevoluƟon 

Miami Chapter BOM MeeƟng  

June 11, 2018  

The meeƟng was held at Compatriot William Wicks house and those aƩending were William Wicks, Lee Popham and Rob Sileo. 

The meeƟng was called to order at 7:05 PM by First Vice President William Wicks as President Bernard Wolff was out of the coun‐
try.  Compatriot Wicks led the invocaƟon. Compatriot Popham led the pledge of allegiance and Compatriot Sileo led the pledge to 

the SAR. 

The agenda was approved. The reading of the last minutes was deferred as Compatriot Bridges was out of town. 

Compatriot Wicks and Popham reported on their aƩendance at the Spring Florida SAR BOM.  Compatriot Popham has been elected 
to serve as the state Senior Vice President.  Compatriot Wolff will serve as the state SE Region Vice President.  Compatriot Wicks 
reported on Color Guard acƟviƟes at ROTC and Memorial Day ceremonies.  Compatriot Sileo reported on his aƩendance at the 

MAST ROTC program. 

The Finance Report was provided by Compatriot Popham. Compatriot Popham advised that he conƟnue to serve as Treasurer for 
this year, in the absence of Daniel Susik. In summary, the finances are in good standing and on track for the Chapter's budget; the 
filing fee for the tax‐exempt status has been paid; donaƟons per the budget have been made including three checks totaling $1000 
to the VA and $500 to the Armed Forces Service Center for the airport lounge. Compatriot Sileo reported that funds have been 

transferred from Morgan Stanley to the AssetMark account and are already providing increased earnings. The status of the Chap‐
ter's CD, which has a maturity in November 2018, was deferred to the next meeƟng to determine if they should be withdrawn and 

merged with the AssetMark account. 

Compatriot Popham provided an update on the next Color Guard acƟvity on Flag Day June 14, 2018, at the South Miami Elks Club in 
coordinaƟon with the Boy Scouts. A July 4, 2018, Color Guard acƟvity with the City of Coral Gables in being planned by Compatriot 

Mitchell. 

Compatriot Sileo reported that the 1776 Group has 36 persons on the list and we have had five new members for the year. 

A discussion was had regarding recruitment of new members and the need to have SAR members aƩend a DAR meeƟng to encour‐
age brothers and sons of DAR members to apply.  A discussion on retenƟon of members was discussed which included the possibil‐
ity of social funcƟons such as a fall/winter picnic, and having an ouƟng at a shooƟng range.  There was a discussion regarding the 
general dates, Ɵmes and venue of our luncheon to determine if we are reaching the maximum number of members.  The next 

luncheon is scheduled for June 15, 2018, at the 94th Aero Squadron. 

There were no other comments for the good of the order.  All Compatriots joined in the SAR Recessional.  The meeƟng was ad‐
journed at 8:03 PM. 

Respecƞully submiƩed, 

William Wicks  

First VP and AcƟng Secretary    
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Vignettes of History 

The British defeated the French and their Native American allies in the French and Indian War(1754-1763). The re-
sult was British control over much of North America. But the war had cost England a great deal of money and Par-
liament decided it was time for the colonies to pay a share for their own defense.  To raise money, Parliament passed 
the Stamp Act in 1765. This law required the purchase of tax stamps to buy paper.  The colonists were outraged. Af-
ter years of "Salutary Neglect" wherein Colonial taxes were not collected by the British, the new policy was un-
welcome. 

The colonists had always considered themselves Englishmen. Among the rights granted to all Englishmen was a 
voice in Parliament — something they didn't have. With the Stamp Act, "Taxation without representation is tyranny," 
became a battle cry. Rioting, rhetoric, and the calling of the Stamp Act Congress quickly led England to repeal the 
Stamp Act.  

The people of Boston were most outspoken and violent in their reaction to taxes. They threatened and harmed Brit-
ish customs officials trying to collect taxes. So, the British quartered troops in Boston to protect their officials. 
In 1770, the Boston Massacre occurred as British troops fired into a group of protesters, killing five of them. This 
was the first blood. In 1773 the East India Company was granted a virtual monopoly on the importation of tea. In pro-
test, a group of Boston citizens disguised as Mohawk Indians boarded a ship and dumped 342 chests 
of tea into Boston harbor. Parliament responded with the "Intolerable Acts." 

Accused Colonists could be tried in England, American homes were forced to host British troops, Bos-
ton Harbor was closed, and more.  This resulted in the First Continental Congress, in 1774, which met 
at Philadelphia's Carpenters' Hall. Twelve colonies sent delegates to discuss how to return to a 
state of harmonious relations with the Mother Country — not revolution! But radical thinking won out. Parliamen-
tary acts were declared "unconstitutional." Taxes were not paid, an import-export ban was established, and Colo-
nists were urged to arm themselves.  The "shot heard 'round the world" was fired at Lexington where armed colo-
nists tried to resist British seizure of an arsenal. 8 Americans died in the skirmish. By the time the British returned to 
their lines, 273 British were killed, three times more than the number of colonists killed. The Revolution began. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 Delegates 

begin signing DI 

3 4 

5 6 Miami BOD 7 8 9 10  11 

12 Pickens’ 

Ring Fight 1777 

13 14 15 16 Battle of 

Bennington 1777 

17 Miami 

Luncheon 

18 

19 20 21 22 23 British with-

draw Ft. Stanwix 

24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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Miami Chapter Hospitality May 2018 
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Chapter President Wolff discusses the evening presen‐

taƟon with Color Guard members William Wicks and 

his son GarreƩ (l‐r).  Random shots follow.   

Photos by: DJ Wolff 
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2018 4th of July CelebraƟon 

 

Above, Color Guard Commander David Mitchell, Esq., 

Chapter President Bernard Wolff, GarreƩ Wicks, and 

Chapter 1st Vice President William (Bill) Wicks, Esq. pose 

with a member of the audience. 

At leŌ, below, Kerry Wicks and Ladies Auxiliary Presi‐

dent Delores Wolff aƩempt to divert some of the in‐

tense rays on the 4th of July at the Biltmore Hotel. 

Assorted shots of guests on the right. 
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2018 4th of July CelebraƟon 

Above, is the front line of hundreds of guests that lined up for a pho‐

to opportunity with the Thomas Paine Camp Color Guard of the Mi‐

ami Chapter.  Immediately, above Compatriot Jack Thompson and 

his wife Dorothy join the Color Guard for a moment.  

Above, and to the right, the Color Guard pose in front of the stage, 

housing the orchestra. 

Below, right, members of the Ladies Auxiliary, President Delores 

Wolff and Kerry Wicks offer some color to the compatriots, showcas‐

ing the historic Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables, FL.. 
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NOTICE 

Monthly Luncheon  

12:00 P. M. 

Friday, July 20, 2018 

94th Aero Squadron 

1395 NW 57th Ave, Miami, FL 33126 

 

BE THERE, BY GEORGE! 
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Associate with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputaƟon; for it is beƩer to be alone than in 

bad company— George Washington. 
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